
Leopardi: A Study in Solitude

The first full English biography of the greatest Italian poet of the nineteenth century. Leopardi
was one of the precursors of the Risorgimento, but one of the greatest European poets of any
time--a classic poet, with a Romantic accent. This revision and enlargement of Origos original
work, drew on new sources that came to light. The story of this poets life, dark and tragically
poignant, is revealed by himself with merciless sincerity in his letters and note-books. In his
preface to this book, Santayana wrote, Leopardi lived in a romantic tower, a dismal and
desolate ruin; but through the bars of his prison he beheld the same classic earth and Olympian
sky that had been visible to Homer, Pindar and Sophocles.
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